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PROGRAM

WHAT YOU'LL LEARN...

Over the course of 8-weeks, you’ll learn both the conceptual

and practical elements of making a documentary film. The

first half of the course offers a broad overview for those

looking for an intro to the genre or a review of the basics.

The second half builds on those teachings to learn

professional workflow from research and development to

distribution while creating your own 5-minute short film.

We will watch and discuss a different documentary film

each week to learn from other award-winning filmmakers

and give you a new appreciation for the genre. We’ll

celebrate the completion of the course with a showcase of

documentary films completed in the program.

This is a hands-on, fast-paced crash course in documentary

filmmaking, geared towards both beginner and advanced

filmmakers. Additional resources will be tailored for

individual filmmakers and their projects. Students maintain

ownership of their work developed in this program.

Please direct any questions about the program or the

tuition scholarships to Alison Week. 

Program Contact: 
Alison Week

Ph: 808-990-0053 

Email: alison@hidocclub.com

Website: www.hidocclub.com 1



DETAILS

Scholarship applications will be

accepted starting Aug 21

Submissions will close Oct 4

Awards will be announced Oct 7

Scholarship Available: 

Two full scholarships and two

partial scholarships will be

available for this workshop. To be

considered for reduced cost or full

tuition coverage of the workshop

you must submit a short essay

(max 500 word count). 

Instructions:

Please share your vision for a

documentary short film you’d like

to explore in this workshop.

Include in your essay why it’s

important for you to tell it and

why right now. Topics may

include: a theme you’re interested

in exploring, a social cause you

care about, an interesting person

you know, or the story of a local

business or non-profit that’s doing

amazing work that you have

access to. The story is key, not your

ability to shoot this. 
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Program Dates:

Sessions meet once per week for 2.5

hours each session. All sessions this

fall will be held virtually online. 

Participants outside of Hawaii are

welcome. 

Oct 10 - Dec 5* (Saturdays)

Saturday classes: 10:30am - 1pm

*No classes held Sat Nov 28

Oct 13 - Dec 1 (Tuesdays)

Tuesday classes: 5pm - 7:30pm 

Cost: $450 for the full session;  

$250 for the half session

Level: Beginner to Advanced

Ages: Adults & Teens 15+

Six (6) student max per class.

Course materials (required):

Access to Netflix, Hulu or Amazon Prime  

Course Materials (optional): 

Camera (iPhone, DSLR or equivalent)

Editing (Premiere Pro, iMovie)

Please see our website for how to register,

and scholarship application submissions.

www.hidocclub.com

http://www.hidocclub.com/


WEEKS 1-4
WEEK 1: Finding your story

We will explore the basics of story structure and learn what goes into

crafting a documentary treatment. We’ll review how to analyze a film

for it's structure and theme. Starting with this session, the class will

be assigned to watch a documentary film each week that is currently

streaming online. 

 

WEEK 2: Methods (Observational, Archival, Re-creation, Interview) 

This week we’ll dive in and learn about the key visual and audio

elements used to compose a documentary film. We will focus on

interview methods and do a class exercise where we record and

transcribe an interview as a class. Those in the 8-week course will be

assigned to write out their 5-minute documentary treatment to bring

in next class. 

 

WEEK 3: Production Overview – Pre-Production to Production

This week we will learn the nuts and bolts of producing from

scheduling to shooting. We’ll cover the basics of camera operation

with equipment available (iPhone, DSLR or equivalent) and explore

various tools and methods to communicate effectively what you

want with a team. Those in the 8-week course will begin to put

together their production plan. 

 

WEEK 4: Production Overview - Post-Production to Distribution

This week we’ll explore the various roles of a post-production team.

We’ll cover how to stay organized and communicate effectively with

your team throughout the process. We’ll cover what distribution looks

like for documentary films today. We’ll finish up the class by

discussing fundraising. Those in the full session will be assigned to

begin production once their treatment and production plans are

approved. 
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WEEKS 4-8
WEEK 5: Preparing for the Edit 

We’ll cover what you can do to prepare your footage when working

with an editor, as well as advanced workflow for those interested in

editing their own work. Scaffolding on previous learnings, we will do

an in-depth tutorial on how to create a basic paper edit using the

transcribed interview from the class exercise. We'll discuss advanced

topics in documentary film today starting with Ethics and

Accountability in Documentary Filmmaking. We will begin

scheduling 1-on-1 feedback or tutorial sessions with the instructor to

support the completion of your 5-minute documentary.

 

WEEK 6: Discovering Your Story Again in the Edit 

There’s the story you write, the story you shoot and the story you edit.

Often when you get to your edit, you realize there's something

important missing. We’ll talk about what that means, how to plan for

pick-ups, or how to pivot to find your best story. We'll continue

discussing advanced topics in documentary film with a case study on

Branded Content in documentary shorts. Final 1-on-1 sessions will

occur this week. 

 

WEEK 7: Works-in-Progress Review and Special Guest 

This week we will hold work-in-progress screenings for short films

from the class and discuss best methods for getting the right kind of

feedback. We’ll have a special guest from the documentary film

community to talk about their work and what it’s like working

professionally in the industry today. 

 

WEEK 8: Final Showcase 

We will wrap up the series by discussing an emerging role in the

documentary film community, that of the ‘impact producer’. We will

explore new and traditional distribution models and specific

resources available in the documentary film world for feature, shorts

and series. We will celebrate the end of the course by screening

finished films for the class.
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Documentary films aim to change hearts and minds by bridging the

gaps in our understandings of people, policies and environments.

Some are calling this "The Golden Age of Documentary" as the

quality and caliber of documentary filmmaking pushes new limits;

thanks in-part to online streaming services, social media and new

cost-effective filmmaking tools.

Additionally, short documentaries are quickly becoming a common

tool for businesses and non-profits to use in their marketing

strategies and/or product development. We see non-profits grow

their donor bases by sharing the impacts of their programs. We see

product designers innovate based on personal stories shared from

consumers around the globe. Businesses like Patagonia or Yeti

successfully use the short doc to connect their brands with

passionate, loyal audiences around the world.

Now is the perfect time to explore new ways of safely and

sustainably supporting a diversified economy using our skills as

artists and storytellers. Giving our communities the tools to tell their

own stories and the knowledge to elevate them is how we will

support tomorrow's creative entrepreneurs. 

WHY DOCS, WHY NOW?

5



INSTRUCTOR BIO

Alison Week is originally from Hawai'i. She has spent the past 6-years

production managing documentary teams around the world and shooting for

clients like BBC, NBC/Universal, Business Insider and Verizon while based out of

Austin, Texas. She has been selected to speak on documentary filmmaking at

SXSW and the Allied Media Conference, pitch her work at Good Pitch Local –

Dallas, and participate in the PBS Young Producers Conference and the

American Conservation Film Festival’s Producing Camp.

 

She has guided teams from development through post-production, launched

successful crowdfunding campaigns and coordinated impact screening tours,

including one across 17 cities in the Four Corners region of the US for the

premiere of Yellow Fever: Uncovering the Navajo Uranium Legacy on

PBS/America Reframed. 

 

Recently, she was selected by the state of Hawai’i as a fellow in the Creative

Hawai’i Lab - Producing Immersive 2019 with her first narrative feature. She is

in Hawai’i this summer to begin pre-production on that film with co-producer,

and Executive Director of the Made in Hawai’i Film Festival, Zoe Eisenberg. 
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MAHALO 

A BIG THANKS GOES OUT TO OUR

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

The Hilo Palace Theater

Hawaiʻi Filmmakers Collective - Hilo Chapter

Made in Hawaiʻi Film Festival

FALL 2020 | Hawaiʻi Doc Club |  www.hidocclub.com

https://hilopalace.com/
https://hifilmmakers.com/
https://www.mihff.org/
https://www.hidocclub.com/

